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An Analytical Study of a Group of Gypsum Boards from the
City of Samarra Preserved in the Iragi Museum
(Selected Samples)

Ahmed Ibrahim Ahmed

AL -Joburi Jamal Abdulraheem Ibrahim

Abstract:
The study of the stucco (gypsum board) decorative elements of the

city of Samarra revealed that it included three artistic styles that were
classified and named by archaeologists and specialists as follows: (the
first style, the second style, and the third style). Each of these styles has
its own decoration’s elements that marked their appearance. Others
continued to appear in two styles or the three styles although these
decorations were influenced by local and foreign arts and took many
decorative elements from them; but they were characterized by their own
Islamic character and the elements were quickly taken from their natural

form.

The reliance on the classification and division of the three models of
the city of Samarra was based on technical foundations followed by
specialists, accompanied by the temporal aspect which was the accurate
criterion in their arrangement despite the fact that convergence and

overlap between them to some extent in time.

Keywords: Samarra styles, grape leaf, grape vine, broken lines,

perforated discs.
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The arrangement mentioned by most of the archaeologists and specialists,
including Dr. Fareed Shafi’i (may God have mercy on him), was adopted, while
some considered the third style to be the first among the styles, including the
German archaeologist Herzfeld who discovered Islamic Samarra, and this is

evident in the book (Ornament of Buildings).
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Preface

With more confidence and optimism and in order to be in cope
with the pace of the academic and scientific electronic
publications in the fields of Archeology, History, and Ancient
Languages; we are pleased to publish the second part of the
Eighth Volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal. It 1s issued by
College of Archeology at University of Mosul. This issue
included a valuable collection of Archaeological, Historical and
Cultural researches and studies.

We ask God the Almighty for repayment and success.

Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael
Editor-in-Chief
1- June - 2023
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10.

11.

Note:

The researcher should consider writing the results that he/ she
reach and making sure of their validity and relation to the
research questions or the hypothesis that was place at the body
of the paper.

The research paper has not been previously published or
submitted for the purpose of obtaining a scientific degree or
extracted from the intellectual property of another researcher,
and the researcher must pledge in writing during the submission
process.

The number of pages of the paper should not exceed (25) pages
and 1n case of exceeding this number, the researcher shall pay an
additional amount of (3000 Iraqi Dinars IQD) for each additional
page.

The submitted copies of the research paper are not going to be
returned to the researcher whether it is accepted for publishing
or not.

The researcher should edit any of linguistic or typing mistakes.
The researcher should submit a hard (printed) copy along with a
soft copy on (CD) after editing it and notifying him of the
acceptance to publish.

The journal is functioning according to self-funding. Therefore,
the researcher bears the publication and plagiarism fees of
(115.000 1QD) one hundred and fifteen thousand Iraqi dinars
only.

Each researcher is provided with a copy of his/ her research. As
for the full copy of the journal, it is requested from the journal’s
secretariat in return for a fee set by the editorial board.

All ideas and opinions that are mentioned in the research papers which
are published at our journal express the opinions of the researchers and
their intellectual orientations directly. They do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the editorial board. Hence, it is worthy to note



- The name of the source is mentioned in full in the margin along
with abbreviation of the source placed in brackets at the end of
the margin.

- Tables and shapes should be numbered consecutively and
according to their place in the research paper and should have
titles. They should be submitted separately and charts should be
in black ink and 1mages should be in high definition quality.

- Arabic sources should be translated into English (Bibliography)
and should be placed after margins at the end of the research
paper.

- The dimension of the A4 paper for all directions should be
(2.45) for the top and bottom of the page and (3.17) for the left
and right of the page.

The research paper should have an abstract in Arabic and English

languages, with no less than (150) words and it shouldn’t exceed

(250) words.

The researcher (the writer of the paper) should provide the

following information to the paper:

- The research paper should be sent to the journal without names.

- The researcher shall send in a separate document the following
information in both Arabic and English: full name, scientific
degree, certificates, work place (Department/ College/
University), a brief title to the research paper which includes the
most prominent foundations, and an ORCID number to the
researcher.

The researcher should take into consideration the following

scientific conditions in writing the research paper since they are

going to be the basis of accepting the paper. These conditions are:

- The researcher should identify the importance of his/ her
research paper and the objectives he/ she are seeking to achieve
as well as mentioning the purpose of its application.

- The research paper should have a scope of study and the
community that the researcher wishes to study in his/ her paper.

- The researcher should take into consideration the selection of the
appropriate methodology that is in harmony with the topic of the
paper. In addition, the researcher should consider the tools of
data collection which are in harmony with the research paper
and the adopted methodology.

- The researcher should consider the selection of the relevant and
updated sources of information that the researcher depends as
well as the accuracy in quotations and reference to the related
sources.



Rules of Publishing in Athar al-Rafedain Journal (AARJ):

1-

2-

3-

The journal accepts scientific research papers that falls in
specializations of :

- Archaeology of both branches ancient and Islamic Archaeology.
- Ancient languages with their dialects and comparative studies.

- Cuneiform Inscriptions and ancient inscriptions.

- Historical and cultural studies.

- Archaeological geology.

- Archaeological survey techniques.

- Anthropological studies.

- Conservation and restoration.

The journal accepts research papers in both Arabic and English
languages.

For interested researchers to publish in our journal, kindly sign up
at our website (platform) through the following link:

https://athar.mosuljournals.com

4-

After signing up, the researcher will receive a confirmation email of
registration and password that can be used for the access to the
website of the journal through using the registration email and the
password sent through the following link:

uom.atharalrafedain@gmail.com

The platform (website) will give the researcher the permission to
log on in order to submit his/ her research paper through a number
of steps starting from filling some related information which can be
displayed later after uploading the research paper.

The format of the paper should be designed according to the

instructions of the journal as follow:

- The research paper should be printed on (A4) paper, Microsoft
Word with single spaces between lines, Simplified Arabic font
for Arabic language and Times New Roman for English
language.

- The title of the research should be typed in the middle of the
page, followed by the name of the researcher, his/ her academic
degree, full work address, e-mail and font size 1s (15) for both
Arabic and English.

- The font size of the body of the research is (14) and as for the
margins is (12).

- Shapes and images are placed at the end of the research paper.

- Margins are placed at the end of the research paper after the
images and illustrations and they should be arranged in an
ascending order.
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