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’ Abstract
Magic in Ancient Iraq

7 Dr. Ahmad, S. M.

The Subject of this Paper deals with the history of magic of
the ancient Iraqis which represented, at that time an Vlifnportant
aspect of religions convictions.

The study of the Principles and types of magic reflects its
effect in the every day life of people. It was apart of their religions
convictions during ancient times. They used it to treat diseases and
protect them selves from dangers of ghosts of the dead and evil
Spirits. |

It seams that the failure of people to treat irremediable
diseases forced them to resort to magicians. The Babylonian
priesthood. At that time, was maxed with the medical practices
Harmful magic had: been for bidden by the goverment and the
person who was convicted by practicing nﬁagic was sentenced to
‘death. Mean while, the goverment allowed practicing while magic
since 1t achieves good gools for people like saving them from
diseases. Hence, it was considered one way of successful medical

treatment.

(*) Department of History, College of Arts, University of Mosul.
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