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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the impact of social values on
public policy in Iraq from 2005 to 2025. It is based on the
premise that social values guide public policy by shaping
the orientations of individuals and institutions, while also
imposing social constraints on decision-makers. The study
employs a descriptive and analytical approach to identify
the prevailing values in Iragi society and analyze their
influence on the decision-making process. Drawing on
David Easton’s systems approach, the research explores
the interactive relationship between social values, which
act as inputs to the political system, and public policies,
which serve as its outputs. The study is significant because
of the limited research that has addressed this topic in
depth, making it a valuable contribution to the academic
literature. The findings indicate that social values in Iraqg
not only regulate individual behavior but also determine
policy priorities and their societal legitimacy. These values
are institutionalized within the political system through
legislation. The study further highlights a conflict between
traditional and modern values and shows that decision-
makers are often predominantly influenced by social
values rather than political orientations, particularly under
the effect of religious, tribal, and nationalist values.
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