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Geopolitical Competition over Strategic
Maritime Corridors: A Comparative Study of
the Suez Canal and the Panama Canal

Abstract

This study examines geopolitical competition over strategic
maritime corridors through a comparative analysis of the
Suez and Panama Canals as critical chokepoints in global
trade. It explains how canals can be leveraged as
instruments of influence affecting maritime security and
supply chains. Using a comparative analytical approach, the
study analyzes key actors, tools of influence, and sources of
threat within two distinct strategic environments. The
findings show that the Suez Canal demonstrates higher
geopolitical and operational resilience due to its technical
characteristics and limited dependence on freshwater
resources, whereas the Panama Canal faces growing
vulnerability driven by climate-change-related water
constraints and resulting operational restrictions. The study
also proposes future scenarios ranging from the renewed
centrality of the Suez Canal, prolonged security risks, and
extended climate fragility in Panama, to a broader trend of
route diversification in global shipping.
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