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Mechanisms and Dynamics of Public Policy-
Making in the Australian Political System

Abstract

This research seeks to explore the dynamics of public
policymaking in Australia by viewing it as a hybrid model
where the institutional legacy of the Westminster system
intersects with federal democratic practices. The core of the
problem lies in the structural complexity resulting from the
overlapping and distributed powers between the federal
government and the state governments. This has resulted in
a policymaking pattern based on continuous consultation
and coordinated interaction built on interdependence, rather
than centralized decision-making

To achieve its objectives and test its hypotheses, the study
adopts a descriptive approach to examine the structural
features of the Australian political system, alongside a
systemic analytical approach to explore the interactions
shaping policy-making at both the federal and state levels.
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